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Movies as Suggestive of Crime Indicted and Defended

Gangs plottin

minor and major crimes with the cigarette smok-
ing girl legder afiord material in building up underworld “dramas.”

I8S RITA WEIMAN, short story
M writer, playwright and mores re-
cently writer of motion ploture
scenarios, considers it shocking that pturned
scldiers are being,aliowed t go without
work, food and clothing while the estimable
citizens bother their heads with the motion
pieture’'s responsibility for the increase of
crime.

"“The moving picture ls no more dangerous
in its influence thafl the stories of Horatio
Alger," she declared in defence of pictures,
“The boy who will be Influsnced to hold up
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MISS RITA WEIMAN.

ard sand bag and rodb and murder through
the movies would probably have been equally
influenced by Nick Cartsr. He would man-
age to read these hooks on the sly If they
were denled him as Chicago's Chief of Police
& about to deny him the dangerg of the
sereen.

“Chicago's distress over the crime wave
might I::n.-ltor concern itsslf with actunl com-
ditlons than with imaginary ones. This
whole «country and its citizens might better
concern themselves with fAnding employ-
ment and looking aftar returned soldiers
who fought for them and, In more than one
instance, have been forced into crime through
their inabliity to find decent work.
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“It 18 a shocking thing to plek up our
newspapers and find recordad almoat daily
the fact that veterans of the war are be-
coming criminals because they have come
back to their own to find not only lack of
Interest but, in many cases, absolute Indifs
ference, by thelr own. I mean not,helr kin,
but. the big family of Americans for whom
they fought and blet,

“Recently one of my frlends, an officer
in the overseas army, was approached by a
beggar while walking in Thirty-fourth
strest. The forfner army officer noticed
that the beggar's trousers were torn at the
knees. He wore no overcoat and his coat
was torn. My friend noticed that the young

man wore g service butten, and, upon ques- 4

tioning him, learned that he had been at
the front for, two years, had been twice
wounded, had eontracted tuberculosis while
overmeas, was about te underge a second
operation on ones eye, and on returning to
this country after havimg bveen discharged
from the army had gone West hecause he
could not atand the New York climate, There
he worked at odd Jobs until finally he was
left stranded and returned Fast, thinRinghe
could colléct the pay which was still due
Eim from the Government and ;which had
heen held back thfough red tape,

“He was not only unable to collect the
money promised him through an Indefinite
length of tlme, but he was unable to find
emploympnt of any kind because of his
weakened physical eonditlion, and when my
friend met him he had not even the price of
a meal. If that young man in deaperation
had held up some one It could scarcely be
blamed on the influence of the motion
pietyres,

“"We Americans are Inclined to indulge in
wild enthuslasms that are momentary, giv-
ing gladly and voluntarily of oursslves, but
unfortunately we forget so easily. Perhaps
this 18 true of other natlons as well, It Is
undoubtedly a human tralt, but It seems to
ma that In dlscussing the crime wave the
Chicago Chief of Police, Mr, Pinkerton, the
police of other citles and the,Government
should get at the fundamentals and not the
Niek Carters of the screen.”

Screen as an Educator,
But Care Is Needed

R. ROYAL 8, COPELAND, Health
D Commiseloner, when asked {f he

agreed with William A, Plnkerton,
the detective, as to the perniclous: influsnce
of motion plﬂu:’es upon children, expressed
the view that plctures on the wholt were
hoth sducational and valuable.

“I wauld analyze the movies as I would
the comic mections of thg-Sunday news-
papers,’ he sald, “I am not sure but there
are certain pictures In some Sundny papers

that are-just as detrimental to a child's
morale as the movies. Yet I doubt that
¢ither the Sunday supplement or the movies
¢an be looked upon as a menace. The movie
provides an education for the children of
to-day that the children of no other genera-

Few Films Depict Crime, Say Defenders

opinions were asked on the motion

pleture evil the majority absolve the
movie, Falrness in the discussion of the sub-
ject démands that the movies themselves be
asked to reply to Mr, Pinkerton's accusatjon.
The Goldwyn Petures Corporation makes
ihe following statement:

"The contentien that motlon pictungs are
responsible for wrongdoing among children
recalls much the sams assertions that ware
mide |n regard to the comic supplements In
sSunday newspapers when they first appearad
a number of years ago. It was urged at
that time that the presentation of mis-
vhisvous children led other children to at-
tempt the same pranks. Assertions of this
kind were soon dropped, becauss they lacked
welght and Importance,

“The present outcry against motion plet-
ures as a detrimental Influsnce on the young
seema to be a natural parg of hystepical and
poorly founded blue law and reform agita-
tion, A number of systematic Investigations
have been made, and nons of them so far
reveals that youthful erime has been Lo any
appreciable degres aroussd »y metion pilct-
ures.

“In the fArst place, only a smal] resntage
of pleturss deplct erime, and a st smaller
percentage show wrongdolng that would bo
inderstood by children, and consequently It
could not se Imitated. Por exampls, dra-
matic plays often are based upon frauds of
various kinds relative to the owning uf prep-
erty or the misdirection of inheriled weaith.
Obwviously crimes of this nature do nov m-

O F this group of men and women whose

press a chlldish mind, whith s entirey
mfamilinr with such matters .

"It should he noted that in praotically na
instance is n child character in a motion
pleture presented in an &vil lizsht. Ganerally
he child s

the vi lll(' of the wrongdolng

of its parents or of other adults. Consider-
ing this and the Imitative nature of child-
hood, a boy or girl who seca the plcture and
is inelined to mould his or her behavibr on
that of the flctitlous character is set a good
example rather than a harmfui ene.

“The fundamental alm of even the most
malodramatic serinl is to show how In the
end right and justics triumph over evil.,

“Almo, It must be concedad that children
ars not eoncernsad ahout the marital com-
plications that form the basis for so many
screen dramas, Here, of course, the question
is whether or not sex relationahips are belng
prne'nmd In ghe true light for young men
agd women who have reached the adolescant
nge. But this s n matter apart from the
subfct of photoplays Inspiring yeuthful
delinquency.

§'And most importan® of all In this con-
nection, 1t should be remembered that erlme
In pletures invariably reaph the reward of
punishment. This 50 much the case dhat
photoplaya freque have been criticimad
on artistic grounds ‘n that they present a
reward of virtue greater than (s sometimes
found In actuai ilfe,

“Records of theatrem show that the most
popular ‘stars at matines performances
Iargely patronized by children are those con-
rected with essentinlly wholegome comedy
pictures, an Mabal Normand, Charlls Chaplin
apd Harold Liloyd. Durlni the Iast wsix
months there have been n® mors popular
short subjects than Booth Tarkington's "10d-
gar Comedles,” pressnting child lite with
children In the prineipal roles

“Uniyoestionably too much ploture golng
in not & good thing for children any more
than It Is for adults, but this is something
for parents to control, just as they arp ex-
peetad to control the development of thelr
children slong other lnes, No one thinks
of adapting all stage plays to youthful minds,
and no more should Il be necessary to de-
sign photopinys for undeveloped intellscts."

Leading Women and Men Who Have
Studied Prgblem Urge « Improve-
ment, 'While Producing®Com-
pany Stoutly Defends Films

; By MARTHA COMAN.

N eleven-year-old Brooklyn boy recently pressed a loaded revolver against the
breast of 8 companion two years his senior and pulled the trigger. The victim
was taken to the hospital, where the wound was pronounced serious. The youth
who fired the shot was held as a juvenile delinquent. A third boy, aged ten, son of
a patrolman, provided the revolver with which the shooting was done. When taken
into custody he said that he had seen holdups in the movies and was so thrilled by
them that wantell to see one in real life,

On the heels of this amazing act of mimicry by mere children comes a state-
ment from William A. Pinkerton, head of the Pinkerton Detective Agency, that
“most of the crimes committed to-day apparently are by novices and boys, that the
showing of pictures of criminal acts promotes criminality, and that such pictures
should be suppressed.” :

Henry Bataille, popular playwright of France, declares that the movie is the
greatest enemy of 'thought and progress. The present productions, he says, are
abominable. “This is not the fault of the cipematograph art itself, which may be-
come something admirable and probably will in half a century,” he adds.

A criminologist and an artist of the stage thus inveigh against motion pictures,
Both are men who have had wide experience in their fields and their words must
carry weight. ) g
- Do you want your boy or girl to see pictures depicting or suggesting crime?
Is the motion picture an influence for evil, particularly among the youths of the
country? Do pictures need more careful censoring before being presented to the
ahildren of the city or of all cities throughout the United States?

The foregoing questions obviously follow the statements of the detective and
the playwright.

On the other hand, are motion pictures to be held responsible for crime? Do
they, as Mr, Bataille says, “speculate upon the lowest qualities of humanity”?

The Mealth Commissioner declares that drugs are a thousand times more
pernicious in their influence toward ctime than the. movies. The Chief Prapation
Officer of the city, to whose offices are brought all the delinquents of the five bor-
oughs and who is in closer touch with youthful c¢riminals than any other city de-
partment official, asserts that the smallest percentage of the city’s delinquents are
influenced to take up crime by seeing photoplays,

A playwright who is a novelist and a screen author expresses the opinmion
that the motion picture influence is decidedly harmful to the young. He suggests
that special pictures be made for boys and girls, that they be passed upon by a board
of parents, and that Wednesday be set aside as a children's motion picture day, when
only pictures made especially for them are shown.

A city magistrate, to whose court are brought all the girl and boy truants from
continuation school who are past sixteen years of age, holds the view that motion
pictures, on the whole, are not harmful. He optimistically asserts that the world
is steadily growing better. :

A young woman playwright and member of an organization to promote better
motion pictures defends this form of entertainment for the young., Pictures are
no more dangerous to the young than are the stories of Horatio Alger and Nick
Carter, she declayes, and suggests that citizens concern themselves with finding em-
gloy}nent for and looking after returned soldiers instead of decrying screen pro-

uctions. ;!

And the motion picture producers, invited to present their side of the case,
pronmounce the present outcry cf’n’nn photoplays a part of hysterical and poorly
founded blue law and reform agitation. Only & smhll percentage of pictures depict
crime and a still smaller percentage show wrongdoing that children would under-
stand and therefore mimic, is the statement of a leading producing firm.

The baleful influence of the American movie has been extended to France,
according to recent transatiantic bulletins which decry the Wild West type of hero
shown on the screen” and whom hundreds of boys are imitating. Gangsters known
as “The Black Sweaters" bave thrown the residents of one of the suburbs of Paris
into a panic by their desperate acts, These acts, authorities on crime assert, could
not have been staged or accomplished but for the instructive cinema.

" A fourteen-year-old boy tried to murdér his mother with a wine bottle and
when questionad by the judgg, he confessed that he had seen an American actor win
applause for the same deed. |

The juvenile court of/ Parig records to-day 1400 delinquents, as against joo
a few years ago. Henry Rollet, a juvenije court official, says that in nine cases out
of ten the culprits declare they received fﬁu‘r.in?r'ru!on to perform wicked deeds
from the motion pictures. Mr. Rollet says that American films teachk how to open
safes, force locks and to prevent finger marks from showing,

French social workers, however, exonerate the American film and remind
France that during the war period boys were permitted to run wild. Erench officials
are considering establishing a more rigid censorship and prohibiting® youths under
sixteen from attending motion picture theatres even when accompanied by parents.
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Revolvers, often handled by women and children on thé sciun.

would be inspiring and beautiful. They would
treat the child's mind in the right way, as
8 most receptive, live thing. Children re-
spond quickly te the beautiful. They are
also imaginative and easlly led by bad stuff
they see at the movies,

“At present what do they see at the mo-
tion plcture theatrea? They see sex dtoriea.
seduction stories,s quarrels between husband
and wife. and Westarn stories where there Is
a free umse of the revolver, und all of these
put bad ideas into their heads.

“Our children went to see the 'Last of*the
Mohicans' recently, And when they got
home they dressed themselves up llke In-
dians, palnted skulls and crossbhones on
thelr chests and went cresping about the
house, jumping ®sut at their nursemald just
like little Indians. There's nothing inspir-
Ing-about a’ plcture like that for children.
It may be amusing, but the problem that
presents itself to parents now s what to
take their children to ses that |s different
from this type of picture,

“Nothing would plense me more than to
glve about two years of my time to develop-
ing children’s pictures. Why shouldn't chil-
dren be catered to? There s nothing on the
slage for them to ses. The only play I can
think of now is Faversham's 'The Printe and
the Pauper.'

“There are certain rudimentary eléments
that a children’s pleture should depict, vet
these should be camouflaged, These ars
obedience to parents, loyalty and reveramce.

“I should like te see Children's Wednesday
become a universal day at the motion ple-
ture theatres. Plctures to be shown on these
afternoons might be passed by a board of
good taste, T don't want a bhoard of censors,
Best of all would be a board of Peter Pnns,
men and women whose minds still retain
an appreciation of what children love best,
who haven't grown up =o that they have for-
gotten what children like.

“I am eonvinced that If some group of
artists and women who have children. per-
sons who understand bables, opened a studio
of thelr own and produced pictures for chil-
dren: if they engaged the most charming
children te play in them; if they wera
assisted by The best enlor artists we have,
there could be turned ot from such a studio
enough pictures to give different matinces
every Wedneaday.

“This would prove a big commercial sua-
cess, 1 feel sure, and would fill a long felt
want In the hearts of both parents and the
publie.”

Bad Home Influences
Worse Than Bad Films

DWIN J. COOLEY, chief probation

E offlesr of the Magistrates Courts of

New York city, disagress with My,
/Pinkerton.

“We haven't found any substantial evi-
dence to warrant the statement that erime
Is suggested Ly or |g caused by motion
pictures,” sald Mr. Coolby. “Occasionally we
have a case where the desire to commit a
erime can be traced to the influence of some
picture or series of pictures, but we find so

furnish important material in filming “tense” moments of screen plays.

many other more vital causes that produce
deligquency and crime that we pay little
attention to the picture slement.

“We have the bigmest clinic in this coun-
try, probably in the waorl ht here in New
York city. All the dell nts af the five
boroughs are brought to us. The factors
tfat enter most largely into the bad conduct
of boys and girls are lack of home influenze,
lack of good companionship, lack of whoie-
some regreation and lack of church influence.

“We become better acquainted with the
city's delinquents, the future criminals,
snome of them, than deteatives do. And we
learn the caunwses of delinquency., We have
an opportunity to study the conditlons in
which the bad bova and girls of the city are
rearmd. Our department has no data to
substantiate the statement that the showing
of pletures of criminal acts promotes crime,
The smallest percentage perhaps of these
boys and girls Is influenced by the motion
pictures, but the percentage is Indeed very
small.”
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Discrimination Needed
If Children Attend

RB, JAMES SPEYER is honorary -
M president of the Motion Pictur.
4 Theatrical League for Better Plet-
ures, a recently organized group of men and
women prominent In arts, letters, sclenca
and commerce who have banded together 1o
raise the standard of motion pigtures. Whin
asked whether she consldered’ the pictures

shown to-day harmful or beneficlal to chil-
dren, Mra. Speyer replied: “Plctures that are
humane, Instructive and educational are good
for children to see. But when they are
otherwise children should not be taken to
see them."

City Growing Better,

Truancy Figures Show
AGISTRATE BROUGH, who pre-

M sides at the Municipal Term Court,

to which are brought the worst

jeanes of truancy of girls and boys over 18 3

years of age attending continuation scheols,
expressad a hopeful view of the citizens of
the future.

“Glorifying corime, showing how pilek-
pockets and burglars work, dossn't do any
good, yet it doesn't do a great deal of harm.”
=ald the Clty Magistrate.

“The gangs |n the clty are pretty well
stampéd out, We find from statistics that 76
per ocent. of our probationers make good.
We never ses them again in the courts.
That doesn't Iqol: an if crime were Increas-
ing among the young, does it7 The city isn't
growing any worse; on the comtrary It is
growing better all the time. Soclal agencies
are influencing the bad girls and boys for
good."
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DR. ROYAL §. COPELAND. ~ CUSMO HAMILTON.

tion recelved. If T could have my way I
would Introduce stereopticons inte every
school In thy city,

"The public im the best censorship that
can be put upon plctures. The publie will
not go to see & really bad movie, Yet it will
flock to mee & good pleture.

“Crime to-day is due more to narcotics
than te motion pictures. We have had in
our eare in the Iast few months every gun-
man, porch climber, plekpocket, pragileally
every major and minor crimipal in the elty.
They have been brought to our clinic at the
Riverside Hospltal or to ona of our other in-
stitutions. If you Investigats these erim-
inals you will ind that petty thiavery, rob-
bery and all erimes where profit is Involved
are committed in almost every case for the
sole purpese of getting money or valugshles
that can he converted into money, with
which té buy mors drugs. T conalder that
the danger of narcotics (s a thousand times
mora to be fearsd than motion plotures.”

At this point In the Inlerview Mrs. Cope-
land, wife of the Commisaioner, entered the
oMece, and the head of the Health Depart-
ment appealed to her to give her views on
tha influence of the movie, Mrs, Copeland

had just come from a motlon pleture theatre.
Bhe Is a "movis fan,” and declared, speaking
generally, that the movies are educational,
entertaining and amusing to children, She
often takes her littia boy, ‘but is careful to
find sut in advance the atory of the plotura

“Such pictures as ‘' Way Down East' and
‘Over the Hill to the Poor House' are beau-
tiful and children enjoy them,” declared
Mre, Copeland. “"But thers are other pletures,
where crime, drunkenness and quarrela be-
tween men and women are shown, that
children should not be permitted to see.

“1 should like to have a special day—8at-
urday aftarnoon, for instance—set aside for
the children at the motion picture theatres
and on that afterncon only the best and
most heautiful pictures should be shown.
The afternoon would be better than the
morning, becanse often children have certain
home dutles to perform In the morning
And I do not favor permitting children un
dor 14 years of age to go to the theatre at
night, At the Saturday matinees for chil.
dren there should be pletures of the type In
which Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Plek-
ford are featured., Thess are always enter-
talning and wholesome for boys and girls.”

Have Juvenile Matinee, Says Scenario Writer

O8MO HAMILTON, writer of plays,
‘ Books and scennrios, who is delving
desper In the last named Neld, aleo
advanoed the idem of a special motion plo-
ture day each week for Jovs and girls, Mr,
Hamilton suggested Wednesdays
"Only about 2 per cent
shown on the screen to-day are harmless,
considersd frem the point of view of their
Influsnce upon the ohild'' sald Mr. Hamil-

of the pictures

ton. *Douglas Fairbanks's pletures de “ho
harm, neither do they dn the child any
good, hecause they are exaggornted and de
ceptive, Mary Plekford's pletures do good
But there are thousands of others that are
an avll Influence beciuse thoy are rough

stuff and drivel, Chlldren should not be
tiken to see such pletures.

“Why doesn’t the trade look closar into
the child’'s market, make a oareful and
thonghtful study of it? It would ba worth
while merally, sdueationally and commer-
cinlly. They conld open a child's studio
solely fot the production ot pletures for
hoye and girls, Think, for instance, of the
intarest children would have®in plotures
made from Loulsa M. Alcott's bhooks, from
Grimm's fairy talea and the Watsrbablea
Many other dellghtful stories ¢ould bs pro.
duced for their benefit. TInstead of having
plétures done doswn to the chlid's level they'
could be done up to the ohild's jovel.

“"Supposing that s screen artist, one of
the typa of Maxfleld Parrish, who does
charming illustrations for children's books,
should make pletures for children. They

Seeking Names of These Soldiers

made to members of the Eighty-sixth

Aero Squadron while they were sta-
tioned fn Engiand, A. Harkness-Beokton has
asxed Tur New Yorx HemaLp to assist in his
efforts te learn the names and addresses of
the Americans he photographed at Bhore-
ham-by-the.Ses, Sussex, bafore the squadron
went Into service across the Engllsh Chan-
nel. Military regulations prohibited oarry-
Ing plctures to the Continent; consequently
Mr. Harkness-Besckton preonvised the Amer-
leans he: would keep the photographs until
the time came when there would be no such

S EEKING to fulfl a war time promise he

restrictions. In far off West Africa now he
fAinde that his list of addresses to which he
was to forward the photographs has been
lost, and he cannot remember even the
names.

With the suggestion that “perhaps you
can find some of your hoys among them"
Mr. Harkness-Beckton snclosed five of the
photographa in his letter to Tur Now York
HmaLo., The pletures show groups of three
or feur members of the Bighty-sixth
Squadron with a motor truck as a .
ground, and In two of the prints a little gir!
appears. Mr. Hirkness-Beckton gives his
pddress as: Care the 8 M. O, Bierra Leone,
West Afriea.
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